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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-328
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: May 24, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F; PHS; RCD
Date of Analysis: May 27, 2011
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $430,966 ($344,773 in continuation grant funding from the U.S. Department of Labor and an in-kind match of $86,193) to add the second increment of funding to the YouthBuild Program, a program that provides disadvantaged offenders between the ages of 16 and 24 opportunities to earn a GED and learn and develop vocational and life skills while increasing the supply of affordable housing in Duval County, for the grant period Jul 1, 2009, to June 30, 2012, as initiated by B.T. 11-087; provides a carryover of funds to subsequent fiscal years; provides for City oversight by the Department of Recreation and Community Services.
Background:  the Department of Labor’s YouthBuild program has been successfully operating in Jacksonville since 1995 providing assistance to Jacksonville’s hardest to serve youth.  The male participants (aged 16-24) in the program have gained industry-recognized certifications, high school diplomas and personal enrichment skills; moreover, citizens residing in low income neighborhoods of Jacksonville have been provided with affordable housing.  To date, the program has had only one participant out of 69 that recidivated.  
Policy Impact: Recreation & Community Services Department/Office of Juvenile Justice & Offender-Based Programs
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $430,966 in a federal grant and local match.
Analyst: Jackson
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